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University of Surrey researchers will develop cutting-edge tools 
to speed up and improve the testing and monitoring of vaccine 
safety, both before and after release to the market. 

Since their discovery, vaccines have protected millions of people worldwide from a broad range of 

infectious diseases, making them one of the most effective public health interventions out. New and 

better vaccines are still urgently needed, yet their introduction is hampered by lengthy and 

expensive vaccine safety testing procedures – this is usually a slow, cumbersome, and extremely 

expensive process; the development of a new vaccine costs millions of Euros, and less than 1 vaccine 

in 10 makes it through clinical testing. 

Biomarkers for Enhanced Vaccine Safety (BioVacSafe) was launched on 01 March 2012 and is a 

University of Surrey-led collaborative research project.  Funded by IMI-JU, BioVacSafe is a public 

private consortium of 19 partners involving three of Europe’s leading vaccine producing companies, 

experts from major academic institutions, small and medium-sized enterprises and non-governmental 

organisation actors.  The project will draw on the latest life science research findings to profile how 

individuals respond to the different components of vaccines at the cellular, genetic and molecular 

level. This will allow the consortium to identify and characterise new biomarkers in response to both 
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licensed and novel vaccines useful to identify warning signs that a potential vaccine may be 

reactogenic. 

Professor David Lewis, BioVacSafe Project Coordinator, comments: “As new technologies are 

harnessed  to make vaccines more effective, evaluating them for safety becomes increasingly 

challenging.  By bringing together Europe’s leading industrial and academic teams, this project, 

coordinated by the University of Surrey, will discover new tools to develop even safer and more 

effective vaccines.” 

Vaccines are widely acknowledged to be one of the cheapest and most efficient ways to combat 

infectious diseases in both developed and developing countries. With billions of doses of vaccines 

administered globally every year, vaccine safety is a top priority for pharmaceutical companies, 

regulators and the public alike.   

For more news from Surrey please visit the University of Surrey website.  
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About Us 

South East IP is a partnership between six institutions: The National Physical Laboratory, The 

University of Reading, Royal Holloway, University of London, The University of Surrey, The University 

of Sussex and Brunel University. 

We’re here to make technology transfer easier: to help new ideas and discoveries to find 

commercial applications, and for our partner institutions to find projects for the specialist 

equipment and skills they have. Our technology transfer program helps to find investors for new 

ideas, and opportunities for investors. We also help our partner institutions to identify areas where 

they can collaborate. 

We know how to turn academic research into business opportunities: because we understand both 

the academic and the commercial aspects of technology transfer we can help to make the process 

of commercialising an idea smooth and trouble-free. 
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South East IP is a new approach to the transfer of technology in the South East. We hope it will be 

the beginning of increased collaboration between UK research establishments, and that together we 

can develop better ways to turn the results of our work into economic and social benefits.  

We want to expand the network, so if you are an institution in the South East and you think we could 

help you, then please contact us. 
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